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1. Summary 
 

1.1 This report updates the Committee on the status of various items on the Committee’s work 

programme and proposals for the main projects identified by Members for the coming Assembly year 

- 2011/12. 

 

 

2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 That the Committee notes the report that updates Members on the status of various 

items on the Committee’s work programme and the main items for the year 2011/12. 

 
 
3. Background 
 
3.1 At an informal meeting on 9 February Members discussed a draft list of that will form the basis of 

the Committee’s work plan for 2011/12 and mapped out a timetable of meetings for the coming 
Assembly year taking into account factors such as resource issues and the 2012 election. 

 
3.2 Business Management and Appointments Committee have agreed a draft programme of meetings 

for current Assembly Committees for 2011/12.  This is subject to final agreement by the Assembly at 
its Annual Meeting in May 2011.   

 
3.3 The Planning and Housing Committee has eight dates scheduled for meetings in the coming 

Assembly year.  It is expected that six of these dates will be used for discussing the various elements 
of its main work programme, with two dates being held in reserve in Members’ diaries for potential 
meetings or site visits as required.  A decision on the dates for the six main Committee meetings and 
two reserve dates will be made by the Chair when final agreement on the Committee timetable has 
been made by the Assembly.   

 
3.4 The draft calendar sets out the following eight dates: 
 

 7 June 2011  29 November 2011 

 6 July 2011  10 January 2012 

 13 September 2011  1 February 2012 

 18 October 2011  7 March 2012 



        

4. Issues for consideration 
 
4.1 Development on formulating a programme of work for 2011/12 has been ongoing in recent months 

through consultation with Members and an informal meeting on 9 February that identified the 

following six major items for the coming year.  Further work is required in terms of detailed scoping 

and timetabling the meetings. 

 

4.2 The main items, which represent a balance of housing a planning issues, identified by Members to 

date are set out below: 

1) Consistency of Mayoral planning decisions; 

2) Condition of London’s housing stock; 

3) Community involvement in planning in London; 

4) Service charges – proposed rapporteur review; 

5) Mayoral Development Corporation – Mayor’s planning role and review of Olympic Park Legacy 

Masterplan Framework; 

6) Statutory strategy work – there will be the need to respond to a review of the Mayor’s housing 

strategy and other Mayoral housing programmes such as the Rough Sleepers and Private Rented 

Sector initiatives.  There may also be a need to review the Inspector’s report to the Mayor 

following the London Plan Examination in Public. 

4.3 These items will now need further scoping work and slotting into the draft timetable of meetings 

identified above. 

 

1. Mayoral planning decisions  

4.4 In January 2006 the then Planning and Spatial Development Committee published a report on the 

Mayor’s decisions on strategic planning decisions.  A proposal has been made to carry out another 

review of the Mayor’s decisions and advice on strategic planning applications referred to him over 

the course of the last three years.  The intention is to check alignment with London Plan policies and 

proposals; identify any trends in the balancing of competing priorities and the level of attention 

given to different planning issues; and identify any issues of inconsistency between/within decisions 

and advice. 

 

4.5 Officers are undertaking a pilot project that aims to estimate potential resource and funding 

requirements for the full study and to identify and assess the methodology and available data in 

advance of the full study.  A report elsewhere on this agenda updates Members on progress 

of this project. 

 

Strategic implications 

4.6 The power to direct refusal or take over strategic planning decisions is one of the few direct powers 

available to the Mayor.  London boroughs are required to consult the Mayor on applications of 

potential strategic importance, as defined by the government in the Mayor of London Order 2008.  

In 2010 the Mayor made comments on nearly 450 applications and development plan documents.  

To date he has taken over and decided two applications.  The way the Mayor exercises these powers 

have significant impact on London and the way the London Plan is implemented through control of 

development. 

 

 

 



        

Financial implications 

4.7 External resources will be required in the form of professional planning support/consultancy to 

ensure consistency and quality of the analysis.  The pilot project should identify the potential 

budget for this project. 

 

2. Condition of London’s private rented housing  

4.8  The Mayor sees the private rented sector as a challenge to ensuring all of London’s housing meets 

uniformly high levels of quality and management.  The Housing Strategy sets out a number of 

policies that support the Mayor’s vision “to promote a vibrant and attractive private rented sector to 

support London’s economic vitality”. 

 

4.9 The investigation is being recommended for approval on a report elsewhere on this 

agenda and proposes that the Committee carry out an investigation into the housing conditions in 

London’s private rented sector in order to identify potential mechanisms to improve the quality of 

accommodation in a sector that is growing in importance, and one that is set to increase further in 

the future. 

 

 Strategic implications 

4.10 The Mayor’s Housing Strategy contains a number of references to improving London’s private 

rented housing.  The current housing strategy is due for revision over the coming months and this 

review would enable the Committee to focus in detail in terms of any specific changes needed to the 

Mayor’s Strategy. 

 

Financial implications 

4.11 There are no direct financial implications arising from this proposal.  Any costs incurred during the 

completion of the proposal are anticipated to be met from within the existing scrutiny budgets for 

2011/12.   

 

3. Community involvement in planning  

4.12 The current planning system provides opportunities for local people to participate in decisions about 

plans for their areas and for consulting on planning applications.  A key element of the Localism Bill 

provides for the creation of neighbourhood development orders and plans.  Through the 

“community right to build” it would also give the power to build new homes or new community 

amenities, and providing they can demonstrate local support.  The Bill also provides for a system 

under which local planning authorities can designate neighbourhood areas that can make their own 

development plans and development orders or grant planning permissions with or without 

conditions.   

 

4.13 When more details on these proposals are available, the Committee may wish to undertake a review 

on whether the opportunities and procedures for community involvement in the planning system are 

effective and what, if any, improvements can be made.  The Committee will want to examine how 

this will this work in London; what impact the proposals will have on local involvement in planning; 

to what extent they will allow local development priorities to be reflected in neighbourhood 

development and how the relationships between neighbourhood communities, boroughs and the 

Mayor can best be guided. 

 

 Strategic implications 

4.14 There is a direct link to the London Plan in terms of how the Mayor’s strategic planning objectives 

can be reflected in, or reconciled with, local development priorities.  The project will give the 



        

opportunity to examine how Mayoral policies in the London Plan (for example policy 7.1 “Lifetime 

Neighbourhoods”) aimed at empowering local communities based around local shops, social and 

community facilities, streets, parks and open spaces can be delivered through local action. 

 

Financial implications  

4.15 There are no direct financial implications arising from this proposal.  Any costs incurred during the 

completion of the proposal are anticipated to be met from within the existing scrutiny budgets for 

2011/12.   

 
4. Service charges – a proposed rapporteur review by Steve O’Connell AM 

4.16 Service charges are levied by landlords to recover the costs incurred in providing services to a 

dwelling.  The charge normally covers the cost of such matters as general maintenance and repairs, 

insurance of the building and, where the services are provided, central heating, lifts, lighting and 

cleaning of common areas etc.  Service charges are payable to leaseholders and the drive for more 

mixed communities, as well as different forms of ownership, right to buy, buy to let etc. has seen the 

number of properties subject to service charges increase. 

 

4.17 In 2008/09 the Residential Property Tribunal Service reported 1,265 cases relating to service charge 

disputes in London (up from 1,184 in 2006/07 – a 7 per cent increase) and highlighted the fact that  

“the number of service charge and leasehold management cases rose, and this trend shows no sign 

of abating.” 

 

4.18 The rapporteur investigation could review among other issues: the number and type of properties 

subject to services charges in London; the level of charges and their application; how charges are 

set, regulated and disputes adjudicated; trends in disputes; examples of good practice; any need to 

improve the management of service charges in London. 

 

 Strategic implications 

4.19 The London Plan and Housing Strategy have driven the creation of mixed and balanced 

communities.  As a result there are more leaseholders living in blocks that are managed by social or 

private landlords.  This project would seek to assess the impact of the increase in London’s 

leaseholders in terms of how issues arising from service charges are being managed.   

 

4.20 The Tenant Services Authority is the regulator for housing associations and councils that are also 

landlords.  The Government is proposing its abolition and transferring its powers to the Homes and 

Communities Agency with greater onus placed on local mechanisms to address routine problems and 

to enable tenants and leaseholders to hold their landlord to account and press for better services.  

The Mayor may have some influence on the responsibilities of the TSA when it is absorbed into HCA. 

 

Financial implications 

4.21 There are no direct financial implications arising from this proposal.  Any costs incurred during the 

completion of the proposal are anticipated to be met from within the existing scrutiny budgets for 

2011/12.   

 

5. Mayoral Development Corporations – Mayor’s planning role and review of Olympic Park 

Legacy Masterplan Framework  

4.22 The Localism Bill sets out some of the proposals for a Mayoral Development Corporation (MDC) in 

some detail:   



        

 The object of a MDC is to secure the regeneration of its area.  It may do anything it considers 

appropriate for that purpose. 

 It provides for the Mayor to designate any area of land in Greater London as a Mayoral 

development area to carry out a range of specified activities including the regeneration or 

development of land and bringing about the effective use of land including acquiring land within 

its area or elsewhere.   

 It also grants the power to grant discretionary relief from business rates should (transferred from 

the relevant local authorities to the MDC).    

 The Bill also makes provision for the MDC to become the Local Planning Authority, for the 

purposes of plan-making, development control and neighbourhood planning. 

 

4.23 As the measures in the Localism Bill are developed Members may wish to understand in more detail 

issues dealing with: what area the MDC might cover and what powers it would have; the shape of 

any long-term strategic plan; relationship with surrounding or affected boroughs; funding 

arrangements and governance arrangements.   

 

 Strategic implications 

4.24 The Localism Bill will give the Mayor direct powers of planning, regeneration and economic 

development over large areas of London.  Holding the Mayor to account for the way he exercises 

these powers within a MDC to fulfill his strategic priorities is a key Assembly function. 

 

Financial implications  

4.25 There are no direct financial implications arising from this proposal.  Any costs incurred during the 

completion of the proposal are anticipated to be met from within the existing scrutiny budgets for 

2011/12.   

 

6. Other housing topics including the review of the Mayor’s Housing Strategy and other 

topics such as the Rough Sleepers and Private Rented Sector initiatives 

4.26 Alongside the housing strategy review Members may wish to review various distinct elements, 

programmes or initiatives proposed by the Mayor in the coming year.  For example it is two years 

since the launch of the Mayor’s rough sleepers initiative and Members may wish to review the 

progress made and the potential impact of various government proposals affecting housing need 

and delivery. 

 

4.27 The Mayor is also progressing a number of initiative and other commitments affecting London’s 

private rented sector such as improving the standard of private rented housing and its management; 

improving choice and mobility for private rented tenants; a pledge to double the number of 

landlords on the London Landlord Accreditation Scheme and ideas of bringing new investors, such 

as pension funds and insurance companies, into the private rented sector to provide more 

professionally-managed, purpose-built private rented accommodation.  Members may wish to review 

progress on these issues at some point in the coming year. 

 

 Strategic implications 

4.28 The Mayor’s housing strategy is due for revision over the coming months and this review would 

enable the Committee to focus in detail in terms of any specific changes needed to the Mayor’s 

strategy with regard to specific programmes or initiatives associated with the housing strategy. 

 

 



        

Financial implications  

4.29 There are no direct financial implications arising from this proposal.  Any costs incurred during the 

completion of the proposal are anticipated to be met from within the existing scrutiny budgets for 

2011/12.   

 
 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended is this report.  
 
 

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct GLA financial implications arising from this report.  Financial implications for 

individual programme of work in 2010/11 will be dealt with separately in reports to the Committee 
as and when the Committee is required to make relevant decisions.   

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

 

None 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
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